
781 Los Osos Valley Road                     
 Los Osos, CA 93402 

Mailing Address:                                     
P.O. Box 6282

Los Osos, CA 93412
(805) 528-4884

FAX (805) 528-8401
Email: info@lobpchamber.org

 www.lobpchamber.org

“The mission of the             
Los Osos/Baywood Park 
Chamber of Commerce

is to accept a leadership role 
and participate in activities 
directed toward creating, 

maintaining and improving 
an environment which is 

conducive to the establishment 
and successful operation 
of business enterprises

 in our community.”
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Morro Bay High School Marching Band

2013 LOS OSOS CHRISTMAS PARADE – “CHRISTMAS UNDER CONSTRUCTION”

Parade announcer Gary 
Frieberg.

Los Osos 4 H Nichols Pizza ‘N Grill – BEST ON FOOT

Head Over Heels Gymnastics

First Baptist Church of Los Osos and Sonshine Preschool

Cub Scouts Pack 214 and Girl Scouts

Baywood Elementary

Monarch Grove Elementary

Photos by Jenna Rodden
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We’re working to make Los Osos a better place to live, work and do business!

Monday – Thursday   10:00 a.m. to  4:00 p.m. 
Friday    10:00 a.m. to  1:00 p.m.

Saturday    11:00 a.m. to  2:00 p.m.
Located at 781 Los Osos Valley Rd.

(805) 528- 4884
Stop by and see us!

(Member business cards, brochures, 
menus & marketing materials welcome!)

OFFICE & VISITORS CENTER HOURS

2014 Board of Directors
OFFICERS
PRESIDENT
Jim Stanfill /805-528-1557
jimstanfill@gmail.com

SECRETARY
Wendy Hill/805-528-3661
Chase

TREASURER
Cheri Grimm/805-528-1360
Grimm Bookkeeping Services
CGrimm8454@aol.com
 

DIRECTORS

Darrell Collard/805-528-1500
Los Osos Valley Mortuary
ddcollard@stei.com 

Christina Grimm/805-528-4338
Knight & Day Publishing
grimmpsych@gmail.com

Shar Gregory/805-788-4466
The Mortgage House 
shar@themortgagehouse.com

Dick Pacaoan/805-528-4555
Bay Osos Residential Care
rodolfopacaoan@bayosos.com

Dawn Rodden/805-528-8263
Creative Design Graphics
studio@creativedesigngraphics.com

Robbie Sworde/805-305-5720
OfficeWorks by the Bay
robbie@officeworksbythebay.com

Simon Van Beurden/805-528-1133
Bay Osos Brokers
simon@bayososbrokers.com

Steve Vinson/805-602-0446
Prudential California Realty
SteveVinson@PruCAlcc.com

CHAMBER OFFICE
Rose Chowins
Office Administrator
805-528-4884
info@lobpchamber.org

	 The concept of various businesses joining 
together in a mutual effort to increase 
commerce had its beginnings in Europe 
hundreds of years ago.  Primarily as a 
defensive tactic, traders banded together for 
protection against common enemies and to 
establish policies to govern trade. This was 
eventually extended as a means to exert 
influence on governments and legislation.
	 The first organization of businesses was 
evidently in Marseilles, France, where the 
first use of the term, “Chamber of Commerce” 
has been documented.  This fledgling group 
was established by the city council in 1599 
- over four centuries ago. The idea caught 
on and spread to Germany and eventually 
throughout Europe.
	 The modern Chamber of Commerce is 
more of an American development. The New 
York State Chamber is the oldest Chamber 
of Commerce in America, formed in 1768 
and chartered by King George III in 1770. 
That makes it older than the Declaration of 
Independence, so Chambers of Commerce 
are not a new development.
Local chambers
	 The first local chamber was founded in 
Charleston, South Carolina in 1773. This 
was followed by New Haven, Connecticut 
and then to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 
1800. The trend spread rapidly across the 
country soon after. By 1870 there were 40 
local Chambers of Commerce in the United 
States. Today there are over 5,000 Chambers 
of Commerce.
	 The purpose of the Chamber of Commerce 
has evolved from simply the protection and 
promotion of commerce to many other ways 
to support business. The primary function 
of protecting commerce remains the same, 
but it is interesting to follow the changes 

and adaptations of the Chamber functions 
through the years as chambers have 
adjusted to the changing needs of society. 
Today the role of Chambers of Commerce 
has expanded to address socioeconomic 
concerns and social needs, going far beyond 
its original intent several centuries ago.
	 The prosperity of individual businesses 
depends on the development of the 
community. The success of individual 
businesses serves to increase the prosperity 
of the community and the resulting prosperity 
bounces back to the benefit of the local 
business owner. It’s a win-win deal.
National chamber 
	 The U. S. Chamber of Commerce began in 
1912 and today claims a direct membership 
of 300,000 businesses and 3 million in state 
and local chambers. The U. S. Chamber of 
Commerce is not the same as local and state 
chambers, which focus on local and state 
issues. The U.S. Chamber is concerned with 
national issues and dealing with the federal 
government.
Chambers require free enterprise 
and private initiative
	 America as a nation stands for freedom 
and the Chamber concept can only be found 
where private initiative and free enterprise 

ORIGIN OF THE CHAMBER CONCEPT

Continued on page 3
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MIXER DATES

To schedule a 2014 Chamber Mixer please 
call the Chamber Office (805) 528-4884. Flyer 
insert fee waived for mixer inserts for Chamber 
Mixer hosts. Just have your flyer master to the 
Chamber Office by the 20th for scanning OR 
email an electronic file to lobpccmarketing@
gmail.com.

Mixers are 5:30 - 7:00 pm
Mixers are held on the SECOND Wednesday
of each month unless otherwise noted.

Bring a hardcopy for scanning by 20th 
of the month (along with your check) 
to the Chamber Office OR email a 
digital file to lobpccmarketing@gmail.
com. You will be billed for digital files 
submitted.  

 • MEMBERS $25     
• NON-MEMBERS $75

FLYER INSERTS

• Prime Retail/Office/Commercial Space
• Completely Air Conditioned and Heated
• High Traffic Count
•

BEST CORNER IN TOWN!

LOS OSOS
CENTER

• Ample Parking

1230-1236 Los Osos Valley Rd. at Fairchild
Jim Smith 543-1500 • Cell 459-7502   •  www.los-osos-center.com

Call for Available Space and Price

• Ad space in The Business Connection 
is limited to Chamber members only.
• Sizes available per month are:
Business card size (3.5” x 2”) $25
1/4 page (3.5” x 4”) $50
1/2 page (7” x 4”) $75
• Year contacts are available for:
	 Business card size  $180
	 1/4 page $480
	 1/2 page $780
An insertion order must be submitted for each 
ad requested. Insertion orders can be fill out at 
the Chamber office. Print ready ads accepted 
via electronic file. Send artwork in either of the 
following formats: pdf, jpeg (high res.), or tiff 
(300 dpi) to newsletter@creativedesigngraphics.
com or lobpccmarketing@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER
ADVERTISING

n  COMMUNITY COOKBOOK IS 
HERE - The Los Osos Baywood Park 
Community Cookbook is now available just 
in time for the holidays.
	 The spiral-bound cookbook includes 
150 recipes from more than 65 community 
members and provides a glimpse into our 
local kitchens.
	 Cookbooks can be purchased for $10 
at the LO/BP Chamber Office & Visitor’s 
Center, Volumes of Pleasure 
Bookstore, and Los Osos 
Rexall Pharmacy and Gift 
Store.  All proceeds benefit 
the Los Osos/Baywood Park 
Chamber of Commerce.

NEW MEMBER PROFILE

Continued from page 2

Copy Spot Signs & More 
2190-B 9th Street 
Los Osos, CA 93402
Phone: (805) 528-8769
FAX: (805) 528-3138
What is your email and website?
www. copyspot.net
Services Provided? Printing, copying, 
signs, office supplies, rubber stamps & 
engraving, shipping, and shredding.
New Business? No.

n SUBMIT YOUR UPCOMING 
EVENTS: Fill out an Event Submission 
form online at www.lobpchamber.org or 
email a press release to lobpccmarketing@
gmail.com

exist. Chambers of Commerce serve a 
function internationally, nationally and 
locally, with a proven record of success 
for the benefit of local business and 
commerce, as well as on a much larger 
scale.
Your chamber
	 Historically and to this day the 
Chamber of Commerce remains the 
most trusted source of information on 
local businesses and services and the 
most dependable ally in commerce. 
There is no better partner for success 
than your local Chamber of Commerce.

Ralph Higgins is a writer for the Green Business Chamber and 
contributor to ChamberMe.

ORIGIN OF THE CHAMBER CONCEPT
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MORE PHOTOS OF THE 2013 LOS OSOS CHRISTMAS PARADE

Maharlika Christian Fellowship – BEST MUSICAL Joe Laurenzi – GRAND MARSHALL Joe Asire – 2012 VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

Los Osos Little League – BEST OF THEME Peter Starlings – 2012 CITIZEN OF THE YEAR Sea Horse Ranch – BEST ON ANIMAL

Julia Meyers & Principe Wellspring Children’s Center – JUDGES FAVORITE Al’s Septic Pumping Service – BEST ON WHEELS

Copy Spot Signs & More Miner’s ACE Hardware Los Osos Rotary Club
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A NEW EVENT FOR 2013 WAS THE FOOD SHOWCASE HELD IN NOVEMBER

Photos by Rose Chowins
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Continued on page 7

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES

START THE NEW YEAR AT
LOS OSOS FITNESS
	 LOS OSOS, CA  – Happy New Rear! 
Start the new year out by joining Los 
Osos Fitness and adding exercise to 
your daily routine. During the month of 
January our enrollment fee is half off! It’s 
never too late to be fit for life! 

JANUARY EVENTS AT 
LOS OSOS LIBRARY
	 LOS OSOS, CA  – On  Saturday, 
January 11th at 2 pm the Los Osos 

ARCHAEOLOGY AND CHUMASH 
WALK IN THE  ELFIN FOREST 
	 LOS OSOS, CA – Archaeologist Ethan 
Bertrando will take us time traveling into
the pre-Spanish past of Central Coast 
inhabitants, the Chumash and their 
ancestors, Saturday, January 18. Ethan 
teaches anthropology at Cuesta College 
and is the lead archaeologist and 
anthropologist for the California Army 
National Guard. Walking along the 
boardwalk, he will tell us the fascinating 
story of the ancient peoples who camped 
in the Elfin Forest 1,000 years or more 
ago. He will bring artifacts that show 
the industry and culture of the Chumash 

NATIONAL SMALL BUSINESS 
WEEK AWARD NOMINATIONS
	 CALIFORNIA  – Each year during 
National Small Business Week, the 
U. S. Small Business Administration 
(SBA) recognizes outstanding small 
business owners for their contribution 
to the American economy and society.  
Small Business week will be celebrated 
nationally May 12 – 16, 2014. 
 	 SBA is currently accepting nominations 
for several SBA awards including the 2014 
Small Business of the Year Award.  The 
Fresno SBA Office services the fifteen 
counties of Central California.  Trade 
associations, chambers of commerce and 
business organizations frequently sponsor 
candidates.  A business owner may also 
nominate themselves or other candidates.  
This is an opportunity to recognize an 
individual or an organization dedicated 
to the support of our small business 
community.
 	  Nomination criteria for all award 
categories and submission instructions 
can be found by visiting the SBA portal 
at http://nationalsmallbusinessweek.
sba.gov/.  Nomination packages may be 
uploaded via the SBA portal or mailed 
to the Fresno SBA Office at 801 R 
Street, Suite 201, Fresno, CA  93271.    
For further information please contact 

MARIANNE KENNEDY OF 
WOMEN’S SHELTER OF SLO 
SPEAKING AT JANUARY 
LUNCHEON
	 LOS OSOS, CA – On Tuesday, 
January 7, 2014, South Bay Women’s 
Network (SBWN) will meet at La Palapa 
Mexican Cuisine & Seafood, located at 
1346 2nd Street in Baywood Park at noon  
The first luncheon of the New Year will 
feature Marianne Kennedy, Executive 
Director of Women’s Shelter Program of 
SLO. Marianne will update us on what 
has been happening with the shelter’s 
program over the past year. 
	 SBWN is a non-profit organization 
open to all women on all job levels 
and in every occupation that wishes 
to share ideas, build friendships, and 
exchange support needed for personal 
and professional growth. The meeting 
fee, which includes informative speakers, 
beautiful venue, networking and lunch, is 
$16 for members and $18 for guests. For 
required guests reservations and member 
cancellations please call 595-7296 or 
email info@sbwn.org no later than 12 
noon the Friday prior to the meeting. Visit 
our website at www.sbwn.org

Melende Ward at (559) 487-5791, ext 
2709. 
 	 All nominations must be submitted 
online, postmarked or hand delivered 
to the Fresno SBA no later than Friday, 
January 17, 2014 

Library will screen an animated film 
adaptation of Lewis Carroll’s Alice 
in Wonderland. This film is rated G. 
Popcorn will be provided. 
	 The Los Osos Library is having a 
“Mad Hatter’s” Tea Party. For ages 5 and 
older. Come celebrate one of your 364 
UNbirthdays. There will be activities, 
games, fun, tea and treats. Saturday 
January 18th 9:00 to 10:15 am. This is a 
free event. Sponsored by the Friends of 
Los Osos Library. 
POETRY
	 Poets on the Edge and the Los Osos 
Library present “Now and Then.” 
Featured poets: Carol Alma McPhee, 
Joann Rusch and Bonnie Young at 6:30 
Thursday evening, open mic follows, 
January 23, 204. Poetry night is a free 
event. 
	 Los Osos Library located at 2075 
Palisades. For more information call 528-
1862.
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Your Chamber membership is like a membership to the gym. 
You’ve got to use it to do any good.

Continued from page 6

Please submit all articles or press releases for inclusion in 
the next newsletter to the Chamber Office by the 20th of the 
month or fax the information to Creative Design Graphics  
528-8119 or e-mail: lobpccmarketing@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER GUIDELINES: Submission of FYI articles is open to all Chamber members to provide a variety of information to the 
general membership. We encourage all Chamber members to take this opportunity to share interesting, helpful and concise information with 
other members. We reserve the right to edit for space.

Information provided to you by 
Chamber Members to help inform and educate.

	 As of February 2014, the Social 
Security Administration will no longer 
offer Social Security number (SSN) 
printouts and benefit verification 
information in our field offices.  
However, to ensure a smooth transition, 
we will continue providing these 
services if requested until April 2014.  
We are making these changes to meet 
the increasing demands for our services 
at the same time that our agency budget 
has been significantly cut by over $1B in 
each of the last three years.  During this 
same time period, we have invested in 

 IMPORTANT UPCOMING CHANGES TO THE SERVICES PROVIDE AT SOCIAL SECURITY OFFICES ACROSS THE COUNTRY
technology that offers more convenient, 
cost-effective, and secure options for 
our customers to obtain certain services 
without visiting a local office.
	 Because the SSN printout is not an 
official document with security features, 
and is easily duplicated, misused, shared 
illegally, or counterfeited, eliminating 
it helps prevent fraud.  Employers, 
departments of motor vehicles, and 
other entities requiring SSN verification 
can obtain this information in real time 
or overnight using online government 
services such as E-Verify and Social 

Security’s Business Services Online.  
Beneficiaries and recipients needing 
a benefit verification letter can obtain 
one immediately by registering for a 
my Social Security account at www.
socialsecurity.gov/myaccount, or 
through the mail within 5–7 days by 
calling our national toll-free number, 
1-800-772-1213.
	 For future updates and news visit www.
socialsecurity.gov/thirdparty. If you have 
questions, please contact Alfredo Padilla, 
Jr. at Alfredo.Padilla.Jr@ssa.gov or by 
phone at 410-965-7610.

INVITATION TO VISIT 
SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 
TOURISM VISION WORKSHOP
	 SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA  – Visit San 
Luis Obispo County proudly invites 
you to the fourth annual Tourism Vision 
Workshop, on Friday, January 17, 2014 
at the Cal Poly Performing Arts Center in 
San Luis Obispo from 1-5 pm.
	 A special member reception with 
wine provided by the Paso Robles Wine 
Country Alliance and SLO Wine Country 
will immediately follow from 5-6 pm. 

	 The Board of Directors is pleased 
to welcome tourism professionals and 
industry guest speakers to discuss the 
progress and direction of the tourism 
industry in San Luis Obispo County. 
In addition, the workshop will provide 
updates on Visit San Luis Obispo County 
programs.
	 Please RSVP by Monday, January 
6, 2014 to Kylee Jepsen at kyleej@
visi tsanluisobispocounty.com or 
805.541.8000.

and other indigenous tribes on the 
Central Coast. This walk will reveal a 
complex world of the Elfin Forest’s past 
inhabitants, one that we would never 
suspect today.	
	 Walks in the Elfin Forest begin at 
9:30 am at the north end of 15th Street 
Santa Ysabel in Los Osos. (16th Street 
for wheelchairs) Walk up the path at the 
end of the street to the boardwalk. Wear 
comfortable shoes, long sleeves and pants 
to avoid poison oak. Please park carefully, 
avoiding driveways and mailboxes. We 
ask that you not bring dogs or other pets. 
The easy paced walk last 1 1/2 to 2 hours. 

For details, call SWAP, 528-0392.



Page 8    The Business Connection • January 2014

MARK YOUR JANUARY CALENDAR

Trust Your Important Real Estate Investment to a Specialist

www.BobDavisRealEstate.com  Bob@BobDavisRealEstate.com
Each office is independently owned and operated

Going the extra mile will convince you that Bob Davis will always 
be there for you…For the long run

We’re working to make Los Osos a better place to live, work and do business!

1	  	 NEW YEAR’S DAY 

7		  South Bay Women’s Network – La Palapa -  12 pm

20 	 Newsletter & Flyer Deadline

24	  	INSTALLATION & AWARDS DINNER –SBBC - 6 pm
For more information call 528-4884

2014 Installation & Awards Dinner
A celebration of accomplishments, Installation of 

Broad Officers & Directors,
and announcement of prestigious

2013 Citizen of the Year
2013 Volunteer of  the Year
2013 Business of the Year

Friday, January 24, 2014
South Bay Community Center, 2180 Palisades Ave., Los Osos

Reception 6 pm - no host bar
Buffet 6:30 pm  • Awards 7:15 pm

$40

1330 Van Beurden Dr.
Suite 101
Los Osos, CA 93402

Office: (805) 528-1133
(800) 540-0229

LEON VAN BEURDEN
Broker/Owner

CELL HOME FAX
(805) 801-1133  (805) 528-1207  (805) 528-5620
E-Mail Leon@bayososbrokers.com Website bayososbrokers.com

YOUR BUSINESS CARD AD HERE 
CALL CHAMBER OFFICE 

FOR MORE INFO
528-4884

info@lobpchamber.org

Get construction updates on the Los Osos Wastewater Collection System. Visit the website, call the 
24/7 DigLine or stop by during office hours for more information. With additional questions, call 
Community Liaison Michelle Houser at 805-242-6815 or email her at Michelle@DigLosOsos.com.

* Office hours are subject to change. Please check the 
website & DigLine regularly. 

2025 10th Street, Los Osos 
www.DigLosOsos.com 
24/7 DigLine: 
805-546-2802 

Public Office Hours
Tuesday: 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Thursday: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.




